withdrew some part of the respect he had acquired in their
minds.

( The case is at an end/ declared M. Coutelier. * This man
is no more qualified to talk about Racine than he is to judge
of the honour of France and her interests. Take note that his
position would be no stronger if he knew Britannicus or
Athalie by heart/

* After all, it isn't everybody that admires Racine/ inter-
jected Antoine.

c That's not the question/ replied the Inspector. ' A civi-
lized man should be capable of fighting and dying for things
he does not like. That is what Malinier will never be able to
understand, any more than his friends our enemies. Like
them, he is capable of laying down his life, but for a goddess
or a ham, or anything else to which he is physically attached.
He leaves his country and his family, he goes to Russia in
quest of an arduous life and an ignominious death to serve a
man whose monstrous countenance has struck his naive
imagination, and whom he worships as a child might do.
Poor man, he is not altogether responsible, and would
be an object of pity if. . .*

6 Supposing I bashed my fist into your face/ said Maliner.
* Should I be responsible ? '

c That's just your sort of argument, but hardly suited to
my age and station. I leave you the use of it. However, I
must go, it's four o'clock already. Sir, again I invite you to
withdraw. Your presence here, in that livery, insults the
distress of a decent woman who is mourning the absence of
her life's companion, exile in a Boche gaol.'

c Is it true, Yvette, that you regard my presence as an
insult ?'

' Indeed no, M. Coutelier exaggerates. I know you well
enough to be sure that you are a sincere friend of my husband
and that your uniform has in no way changed your feelings.'
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